
January 17, 2009

Dear Congressman Nadler,
Dear Senator Schumer,

BY FAX

RE: Stimulus Package – Transportation

Joe Biden takes the train everyday and he is no exception: 80% of the US population
lives in urban zones. Please ensure that the transportation portion of the stimulus
package focuses on converting daily car commuters to mass transit users and accrues
in priority to those citizens who need it the most.

80% in stimulus funding should be spent on (sub)urban transporation initatives and
the majority of these funds dedicated to expanding mass transit networks (Bus Rapid
Transit, rail, light rail, subway etc.). Investing in mass transit is doubly right: in
urban environments, the least affluent hard working population relies entirely on
mass transit to reach their workplace.

The balance of the (sub)urban funding should go to roads, bridge and tunnel repairs in
(sub)urban environments, provided that each project must achieve a balanced
allocation of the street space in favor of the majority and most vulnerable users.
Bridge collapses caused 13 deaths in 2007, while 5504 pedestrians and byclists were
killed the same year and 123,589 were injured. The health burden on the economy is
staggering.

The recipient states should be compelled to address in priority their most dangerous
locations for pedestrians and bicyclists, with the goal of 50% less fatalities within
two years. These complete streets should be required to provide at a minimum a
physically separated High Occupancy Vehicle lane or a Bus Lane; within city limits
they should provide for protected bike lanes, sidewalks and traffic calming devices
(speed bumps, speed limits, roundabouts and neck downs) to ensure pedestrian
safety.

This is the opportunity of a lifetime to invest our hard-earned tax dollars, not in
smoother highways for drivers with gas-guzzling luxury cars to go faster, but in a
sustainable transportation system that we, the majorty of the working class, rely upon
to go to work.

Sincerely

Christine Berthet, co founder

CHEKPEDS is a coalition of over 1,500 businesses, individuals, and institutions dedicated to
pedestrian safety in Clinton and Hell’s Kitchen, on the West side of Manhattan and the sponsor
of the 9th Avenue Renaissance project.
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